Welcome to Market Bosworth Memorial Garden
Open all year round for everyone, the Memorial
Garden offers a public space of tranquillity and
peace as a fitting tribute to the local people
who lost their lives in two World Wars.
The land which the Garden occupies was purchased by the Parish Council in 1946 for £150 from
Emily Trivett of The Red Lion Hotel. Local people fundraised “in pennies and half pennies,
raffles, dances and whist drives” (DT Salmon, 1991) and although enough was raised to
purchase the land, the funds ran out before proposals for a ‘recreation park’ with swings, sandpit
and play spaces could be realised.
Early history of the land is vague. Variously known as
Trivett’s Corner and before that, Delius Corner, named
after Rudolph Delius of Bosworth Hall, the land appears
on Victorian maps as part of Bosworth Hall Estate.
Back in 1592 a plan drawn of the village shows that
a Thomas Whitehead had a house and land here.
Today, thanks to the foresight of the people of Market
Bosworth in the wake of the Second World War, this
Garden is held in trust for the enjoyment and benefit
of residents and the many visitors to our town.
Small map: Market Bosworth in 1592
Large map: Market Bosworth in 1903

In 2018 the local community came together to rejuvenate this Garden in commemoration of the centenary
of the First World War and out of respect for peoples’ actions and wishes of the last 100 years.
This project is supported by:

First World War 1914 - 1918
In 1914 Market Bosworth had a population of around 750 people. Regular transport was mainly
by rail, horse drawn vehicle or bicycle.

Many local women stepped up to help fill traditional male roles, one
example being Hetty Lovell, a railway porter for the London & North
Western Railway Company at Shackerstone and Market Bosworth
Railway Stations. By the end of the war, the contribution of women
paved the way for electoral reform and votes for some women in
1918 (leading eventually to votes for all women in 1928).

Unrest had been brewing in Europe for some
time and regiments from across the country
had been recruiting in Market Bosworth before
the war began at the end of July 1914.

The Parish Council requested in February 1916 that:
“to minimise danger from possible enemy air raids the street
lamps cease to be lighted for the remainder of the season”.
The Grammar School, workhouse and shopkeepers were told to:
“subdue various brilliant lights”.

Some young men who had been in the Church Lads’ Brigade (seen in the below image, outside the
primary school in 1910 for the coronation of King George V) were ready to join when the call came.

A wrangle between the Parish Council and the Gas Lighting Company
about how much the Parish should pay given the reduced lighting
and use of gas appears to have lasted several years after the end of
the war in 1918.

Early on, life seemed to carry on pretty much as normal, but as the months passed by the impact
was much greater. Dr Keeling, the local doctor, who had his surgery at Beech House, Church Street,
said: “They certainly knew there was a war on, with everyone knowing someone serving,
wounded or captured, together with blackouts, food shortages and not enough men to do
all the work that needed doing”.

The Quincey family were
commended for their patriotism,
with three sons in ‘Kitchener’s Army’
and one awaiting orders. John
Stanley Quincey was killed in 1916
and Sydney was discharged after
being gassed in 1918, dying of its
effects in 1921. The Quincey family
later bought the grocery store on
Main Street.
In the foreground of this image is Beech House,
Church Street, which was the Doctors’ Surgery

The grocery store at 11 Main Street. The same windows are still there today

Members of the Church Lads’ Brigade on Park
Street outside the school (now private residences)

Hetty Lovell

First World War Roll of Honour
Nineteen men died or were killed in action,
the majority in their twenties.
Of some, we know nothing, but for others information from local newspapers of the time and
family records sheds light on their last moments. They came from all walks of life: a waggoner,
domestic hall boy, a collier, the publican of The Red Lion Hotel (Bertie Goode), a school teacher.
Their burials are noted in war cemeteries in Italy, France, Iraq and Belgium. Two, Arthur Miller
and John Quincey, died on the Somme.
Walter Trivett’s widow received the ‘Widow’s Penny’ after Walter had been killed in action in
1918 and his name was added to the family gravestone in St Peter’s Churchyard. The names
of those who gave their lives during 1914 - 1918 or died of their injuries afterwards are to be
found on the War Memorials in Market Bosworth’s Market Place and in St Peter’s Church.
The Portland Stone War Memorial was unveiled in the Market Place in 1920 as a tribute to those
who lost their lives. A year later Sydney Quincey died of tuberculosis contracted after being
gassed in 1918 while on military service and his name was added to the inscription plaque.

Walter Trivett

A Company of the West Yorkshire Regiment at Market Bosworth, May 14th 1914

Walter Trivett’s widow received the ‘Widow’s Penny’ after Walter had been killed in action
in 1918 and his name was added to the family gravestone in St Peter’s Churchyard.

The Widow’s Penny was also known as the Death Penny,
Death Plaque or Dead Man’s Penny and was made of bronze

The names of the fallen are listed on the War Memorials in Market Bosworth or occasionally on other official records. From time to time inconsistencies occur and in these cases the spelling
used in Michael Doyle’s “Their Name Liveth for Evermore” and www.leicestershirewarmemorials.co.uk is followed. The research of the Royal British Legion (Market Bosworth Branch), the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission and the Forces War Records also provides valuable additional information. In the case of any spelling contradictions, the official sources are used.

Second World War 1939 - 1945
The secret fuel dump on Station Road

At the outbreak of war on September 1st,
Market Bosworth had a population of around
1000 with many working in the fields and
agricultural industries.
Bosworth Hall and much of the estate had been sold in 1932 by Rudolph Delius and was now a
country hospital for the elderly and chronically sick with nurses’ accommodation added in 1934.
As the war progressed the Hall became a convalescent home for military personnel.

Finley Salmon who led the Market
Bosworth Home Guard

Camouflaged roofs of the Timber Fireproofing Company

To meet the needs of the war, Market Bosworth had a Local Defence Volunteer Brigade, later
renamed the Home Guard, led by Finley Salmon who served in both World Wars. The Women’s
Land Army was based in large wooden barracks close to the railway station, near the Timber
Fireproofing Company factory. The timber built houses on the opposite side of the road were
originally temporary housing for the factory workers. The roof of the factory was camouflaged
during the war.
JJ Churchill Ltd, precision engineers, moved to Market Bosworth to escape a bombed out
Coventry, choosing a site next to the railway station to enable good communications nationally
via the London Midland Railway. The Churchill family served in the armed forces, Oliver and Peter
in the Special Operations Executive, and Walter as a Hurricane pilot in the Battle of Britain.

Above: Market Place in the 1940s
Below: Main Street in the 1930s looking towards the Market Place

A fuel dump which stretched from the railway station up Station
Road to the wooden bungalows was a top secret network of narrow
gauge track used for transferring petrol from the railway wagons into
jerry cans. These were transported south in Bedford army trucks for
distribution in preparation for invasion.

While you’re here, don’t forget to look out for the Gun Mount.
A fixed machine gun mount removed the need for unwieldy tripods
to control the arc of fire and seems to have appeared around 1942.
The location of the mount shows that there would have been a good
line of fire along the Park and entrance to the town.

Aerial view of Bosworth Hall Infirmary

Second World War Roll of Honour
Fourteen men and one woman from Market
Bosworth lost their lives during the Second
World War.
They were gunners, pilots, privates in the Leicestershire Regiment, sergeant observers, a seaman,
a Wren and a captain in the Royal Army Medical Corps. The circumstances and places of their
deaths reflect the geographic range and nature of combat, by air, sea and on land, and from
as far away as Thailand and Egypt to Norway, Germany, Holland and France.
The names of some are recorded in the war cemeteries and graveyards where their remains lie,
whilst others were missing in action and have no graves. In Market Bosworth the names can be
found on the War Memorial in the Market Place, in St Peter’s Church and in the Dixie Grammar
School. Doris Norman, who served as a Wren, is buried close by in St Peter’s churchyard.

Photograph kindly supplied by the family of Mr J E Woods.

Victor Woods died when his ship, HMS Foresight, was attacked during
Operation Pedestal, the convoy operation sent to relieve Malta.
Above: Leicestershire Regiment cap badge as worn by some of those who died
Left: Front page of dinner and dance programme WWII

The names of the fallen are listed on the War Memorials in Market Bosworth or occasionally on other official records. From time to time inconsistencies occur and in these cases the spelling
used in Michael Doyle’s “Their Name Liveth for Evermore” and www.leicestershirewarmemorials.co.uk is followed. The research of the Royal British Legion (Market Bosworth Branch), the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission and the Forces War Records also provides valuable additional information. In the case of any spelling contradictions, the official sources are used.

